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The study of l~1erial necessitates the consideration o~ two 

townships , Jindlay and Jorth ~yette. 30th townships are lo­

cated in Allegheny County, about 1~ miles west of ?ittsburgh ~ 

a nd 24 miles east of Chester /Va. Fjndlay to,·mshi.L is south rhnnt 

who as the head of this state from 1817-1820; U.S. Senator 

0 rom 1821-1827; Preasurer of the ~int from 1827-1841~ contains 

t'l-o f- a 

township 

t.Y,vnshir 

to S,l by 

er part of I~~erial 1n its territory . 
-r 

tour Railroad traverses tre rerion abo~t its :iortrern bo1ndary. 

fhe ~ontour Creek de~ines the line o de~arcation bet een the 

town hips in Imperial and thus marts the school districts. 

Tne mot prominent ntitural features o, I~ Je r ial are its r.llLs 

snd valleys. To the inha ~itants, the hills are rega rc ed as 

only somethinf to cli~b. but to the outsider natural be auty ~µ/1";_ 

- Ast; 

~rchih . ld 

farm, Which compri<3es the ce'1tra~ part o: 1:; 1-~e to,·m to-day. 



-2-

The vi llate cf lmparia l was la id 0 ·1. t by tr.e Imperial Coal Co. about 

187 <J . (iri'.)r to that date the 
) r 

consisting of 115 acres T~e 

by the Imperial Coal Co. 2-..rhe 

site was the ::arm of R. R. ,lilson 
9-?\. - --'- /9- ~ 

Monto~r Railroad was( ~ilt in lb79 

first passenger trai:1 rtffl'-Was an 

1 ;xc~9i,,~ tri: t .9 the Pi ttsburrh. Sxposi tio in the fall 1879. 

\ 

il_'Tl. I,tCre~~ of lttsbur ·}} was the- ?re~i e t of the I mperial Coal 
' cJ .Q/V\. • • " , .. 

Co.1and Cha'..lncey Andrews o~ Youngstown, hio. and .Vallace bndrews 

of 1f illourhty, Oni o, were members of the company. The railroad 

was lli miles long when f irst built. The terminal points were 
I 
/ Montour Junction on the I:ittsburrh and Lake 3rie Railroad and 

\ l'!lperia1 1 ( for:nerl'I known as Montour City.) ~he railroad was built 

for coal transportation frc!'.1 the mines of the Impe-,.,ial Coal Co . 1. 

but also af.oorde,t pac:senrer . facilities. The railroad has proven to 

be an important factor in the development of the Jontour Valley. -
< A t an 3S::"l:7 :h1. to a. ,.,..r ist mill ( '-rain 11111) stood on I,i.ovitour 's 

run. a rr.ile teloy1 I:1perial and was ,conducted by ·, lr:i. G.1;7, as 
- (T' ' 

, 
early 8S 1820. Eorse rower W8$ used here 1n times o~ drourht and _, 

suhseq·rnntly a ''3 tea ·.:1 enr:ine was added.) }orbes 'Ili L on Po ta toe ,, 
Ga rden Ruri and Straus's mill on the same streB:'1 Nere in operation 

lonr ago, but have since gone to decay; ~te Coal Co. oparated 

coke ,·1orks on tte line o.P tt.e Hon tour Hi::.ilroad near i.i:ontour 

JanctionJ\and coal -:ro:n I':'.lrerial !:!lines ,,,ere shipred there. 

After the railroad was built, mines nere opened, t he roadsides 
1 , ./1 ,.,, 

i'JBre btiilt ap and extended to t.::e rjlls. {).A)-1'-IA/ r),-tA, ,,... V4-" .,i, 

11 1 r, c; pft VU.- I;). tJ · V ,, 

u 
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~ 1 9 there about 30 houses hich ere virtually o ned by the 

Coal 60. The new people hoc e in to ork i n t he mines ere 

·foroi .ers f . om various parts o t he cou try. These eo le ere 

f1cat.bo.lic al1 ed to oblestown ( 8 miles aiay ) to orship • 

( ·~ ~ a Cathol i c Chu ch as built in 1907 hi h 

rem··ns there to-d y. 0 the o herh d, he V lley resbyterian Chu ch 

as or a.nized i n 1840. This church suppl·ed t he religious instruction 

to the e ainder of the Valley, ex•ept a s _all band o ~ethodists ho 

met in the Odd Fellow's Hall. The old church was replaced by a ne 
~ ~~· building i n 1911. w..MJ._,_""' 

The old Val ley irst located on the site . here tie ba now 

st 1ds w s t he only sat of learning for a yea.rafter the ton as 

built or opulated. 
' 

s let school fortes er te irst 

hel in t he V Ile Presbytcria Church con ucted by the pat 
I I 

. ev •• ' •nP grove assist d by ev. Stewart of the murraysville Aca.de=Y 

of as ington County. It slater hold int e Odd Fello s ll 11 

erected in 1880.· A ne public school buildin was erected i n North 
\ 

layette To- ns ip i n 1882 and as fol l owed by the er ction of a 

buildin i n Findlay Ton hip. Both buildi ngs contained one roo • and 

a se as shor tly added to t he Fi.1dlay To nshi building.f In 

1917, the new school pr o ided for public school a.1d t ree yea.rs of 

ig1 school. tudents co pleted t heir hign SC ool cou.se i n Corao olive 

everal years later the sen·, or ye r was dded here. ~ith t he gro th of 

population mo re schools ace bee e nece s.ry. mhe school s then 

divided i nto Elementary, JUl!lior, and Senior hi h school and large 
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building was built in 192t. T _e people of the eommunit1 were 

• ally interested in the school progress and cooperated ell with 

t he school directors/The;-;:-he North Fayette To nship rea.lizad r-----..... 
t hat their school aystem was ina equate for their tudents. There 

as mueh controversy ov~r the location or the ne school, hut was 

fir:ally built 2 mile S E of the Findlay school in 1924 -ruid had 

lasses only through the sophomore year~ 

An old resident of 83 years of age who was a teacher in -tho 

first school of Imperial,stated that students and teachers rode to 

school and ohurc on horseback. They lived on farms several miles 
11· 

away and transportation wa.s most wonvenient in t,his way.-/ r o ±u~ 

-~According to the 1930 census I u, erial has a population of 

approximately 2,bbo. The comt1unity doesn't appear to be of tha.t size, 

but the population is rather scattered. The i nflux of th negz>oes in 

1927 has not tend-e'd to increase the population to a. marked degree, 
~ -~J.S.... ~ t_.., 

· -bees.use -they co and go. There a.re a.bout 150 negroes at jlres at. 
~ ~ . 

The negroes are ooked down upon by the other inha.bi tar.ts · of the 

community. The eause may be attributed to the irritation at the t . e 

of the 1927 coal strike, and also the Eene a.tt·tude which 

people have towards all negroes. 0 • i is only a ni~er1 • is the 

expression often heard fr-om resi e.1ts .i; the o iunity. But the 

negro can never ge a ~~·~ ...... ~e deal i n a. small minin0 town wh 

such hostility exists. u3 most hostile group is t he foreign roup 
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foreign born and abunt 600 of foreign or mixed 

1 pare'ntag0-.;? The most eomon languages spoken among the foreign group 

~ ~~ Slavish a.nd Gra.nnish. These people comprise the Catholic eleuent 

with t.he addition of a.bo11t. ~00 peeple of native pa.rent.age. The 

majority of Protestants are of Scotch-Irish and German decent. 

rl Imperial is an~incorporated town whose go ernment is divided 

into twe townshi s. The officers a.re,the sa::e for both townships, 

but each has its own governin bodies. The bodies are Road Sup­

.ervisors,Sehool Director> Justice of Peace, Constable~ Auditors1 

Tax Collector.Assessor, Registrar, and Health Officer. They are 

elected by the peo le ith the ·exception of the Assessor a...~d 

Health Officer who are appointed by the eounty Commissioners tL~d 

State,respectively. ~ omen do not havenueh authority, in 
~ 

although fax Collector for Findlay 1.s 

politics have always been run by the men ho feel thenselves more 

superior to the women. Ho~ever, the attitude of the nen Is 

gradually changing to gi recognition to the wonen. In the pa.at the 
.men 

School Directors of Findlay were elderl1 1rh-o lived on farms with 
I\ 

little knowledge of modern school life. For the lo.st t,,o elections 
• 'I-> y" {._....,...__ • 

the Directors chosen have been Jounger men~ modern ideas and 

are influential men in the cornmu1ity. At present the Board consists 

of a do tor,& real estate ma.n, . Superintendent of the llatura.l Gas Co.• 

and two success u1 ta .. ers. Theae men ha.ve children at tending the 

school, and apparently understand children and wish to help 

them and the community . 
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The hua-inesa men of the town ar intere tad in promotiig eom­

munity welfa.r and usually ba.ck ro jects of t.he to n. 

The town is -0n the Li coln Ri hay which ma e it e& il7 

accessible to East Liverpool.,Ohio and Pit "' burgh. ( Since I peria.l 

is n anineorpor ted t01fil tho side streets are unpaved but are 

ke tin f irly ood condition by the townships.) The fact that ·the 

hi h a.3 on .eet Imperial i th larger town.a ieans th t the 

people go out of the ommunity to-satisfy many of their wants. ot 

only t.he roads., but.. t.he ~eat n her of people who own auto and 

the ood tran .a:ort tion se:rvi e are import nt. fa tors in ts.king -

e eople out of the to 

Food and necessary clothing 8.l'e purchased in the town by the 

peopl • hen it es to buyL1 a eo t. # a. :P rty dress • or an 

xpensive household item, the a~ stor s of the cit ust b 

inspected first. There ia p ~eholo ·ea1 factor resent which 

usually ex.i~t in ever1 all town. In Bitt bur h, t ey feel that 

the le.test styles are displayed a d ma.teria.l a.lues a.re higl er• 

ny will not admit that the s e values n be bought in their 

tore, 

m.akes it or valuable to the urchaser. Ho ever, the f ·fr 

live in the outlying rural districts bJJ7 mot of their things 

in Imperi • They arket their products and the+ buy food nd 

0 

lothing for the money re ei ed. Along with the far ers, tho eign 



The latter .t'eo ford to a .for t por ion to the 

i ty a.nd f e own ar s. 

The major industry of I perial i. mining. But ith the instability 

of the industry, many &r parti lly unemplop:~d. Ho ,over, the mines 

round the o unity have been ~orking more stea- than most mines 

n Pittsbur • Tl e ittsbur-gh Coal Co. o ns th~ Dickson ine 

which employ approximately 360 men , working 1t;!fo of the ti.me • 

. About 30'/, of these men a.re negroes. According t Le S rintendant 

of th mines, t e ite men e more effi ient fc~ e ga.ve no 

reason. Th olor d p ople e fpooi Ohio and West Virgi ia in 1927. 

They ca.n.-.e fro the cotton fields of their own accord in search of 

livili: oo . 1rhe negroes live in the lo er end of the to n kno n a.s the 

"Field •. The re L der of the wo.r ers who Ii ve i n the omp ny hou es 

are closer to the tio lled •ai Bug _ ow: houses 

the offic l en .o work £or the Pitt ... burgh Co 1 Co. Their ouse 

are painted hite, not red, nd have beautiful la ns surroundi. .. g the 

To miles fro Imperial is the Coal Co's Champion o.l 

Pre aration Pl nt whi h washes co 1. T~. Superintendent states th t 

the plant wa.s built in 1927-1928 d has been·_ teady operation sin•e 

September 1928. It is the largest bituminous coal treat. ent plant 

from the tandpoint of in~ut tonnage i n the United tates. Sinee !t~ 

inst.a.lla.tian it bas treatetl ovor 6,500 000 tons of ceal. {The input 

to the plant is 800 tons of w 1 per opera.ting hour, the number 

of ours operating>go ernin the ton~a e per d • At the present 

thi is2.vera i ng arounj 7500 tons per day, but. in • noma.l couditions• 

it will run bet een 11,000 and 13,000 ton per~ y). -' 
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Tis la.nt e ploJa 150 men, of hi h 10% o. e fr I eri 1, i cludin 

1 m ~o ork &bout t e la.nt ith he e •eption oft ontour 

4 ailrca.d Co's ya.rd crer;s. The pla.1t is orkin 6 ays a e k. sin 1 

shift, but 1si gt o shifts of men giving each man &n extra day a 

eek9 In other words e ch indiv1du 1 geta at least 4 days eek. 

Some ef re e is given to en it de endents. All of the officials 

d s 1 ried men ave hiLh s hool or higher education. Of the rn n ho 

work by t he hour pp_oxi tely 15% have high school education. e men 

h ~e locker roo sand sho er bath priviledges. All or i pla es a.re 

11 lighted, k pt clean, and rep inted annually. Em loy e ar pro­

tected throu h the c pany by group insura.nc and full- artici ting 

co pen tion or i njuries. Th officials live i n co any o ed houses 

t the plant and about 2~ of the other en lie in co a..y houses at 

yre, ~ontour 9, and cDona.ld. 

T oles atur l Gas Co a lmperi e ploy ~5 en ho reside in 

the c unity. The jority re orki 5 ys a week d e re 

orking 6days. The ork consists of producing, tr ns orting, and 

distributin natur l gas.Te Gas Co. has about 50 
0
as ells t t 

I eri 1 t&k s are o. The P pi Station her is p pin gas 

ro quit a lag e scope of territory, in additio to tne ga tnat 

is produ ed at d near Imperial. The I perial Offi e is t he entr 1 

branch for La ren e,Bea.ver,Allegheny, and ashington Count ies. The 

tot l n her of e e loyed i n the district at present is 125. There 

e sever 1 i ndependent oal op nie near by ho emplo pproximately 

100 men. 

The inco e levels of the eople o the co u.ity are o ri 
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of -lcw o.ncl middle lasses. The ma.jox·i ty of bread l( nn rs a.re mi era , 

and others consist of ca.rpent.ers,. la.borers. oil field orkers.. of!i ia.l 

men, busi~ess men, and several. professional en. Girls can earn a 

living i!: lmperi 1 only by clerking in store or teachii:g s hool.- fhe 

fev who have aequired some wealth are elderly retired people who have 

made little 9,t,t.e.ipts to aI"d i prove ents for t he comunity. 

The Imperial tate Bank as opened for business on July 20th,1920. 

Prior to tha.t representative from the Coraopolis Bank made regular 

t.ri s t.o -the town a.nd collected the money to the deposited there. Tl:.e 

bani. h s been quite su essful, and the people of the co . ·mni ty 

pat~ontze it. Another important institution of the town is the Post­

Offiee hich wa.s established in 1880. t;efol"e that, the l'.!lail s Q.) lJ: ~ ~ ?uw-

c.arried from t e Shirland Pot O ~ie on the Steubenville Pike;J, t 

e retail stores are locat~d al.on the a.in street. There a.re 
V ' 

establishments including 3 gro•eries, 3 gener l merchandise stores$ 

1 moving picture theatre, 5 garages, l ha.rdw re store. 3 barber shops, 

2 meat markets> 1 pressing establisb!!lent, 1 restuara.nt, 2 confeclionary 

store, 1 dairy, a..nd 1 drug store. Seve.!?al este.blisbments have be-come 

• peak-easie • i n addition to +heir u u 1 trade and are protected by 

t he officer. The federal Supply Co is owned by the Pittsburgh Coal Co. 

and about 13% 0£ the conpa.ny1 s payroll goes ba.ok iito the store. Credit 

is given to a.11·workers whether they can pa, or not. The Imperi 1 

Cooperative Assoeia.tion was first organized in 1917. T enty-fiv 

thousa d doll s was the capital needed to start the Cooperative. 

oney s borrowed and shares era sold not ex•e ding 10 s ru•es to 

each stock-holder. 



I 1927 sio k olders left Im erial who ed money t t stor9i, 

but the A ~o iation ~sable to pay or tee loss s. T ere are ore 

ousto r ho do ot on stock th ho do. T a er of t e tore 

is t e trea ure~ oft e so iation, and he feels th t the s h s 

be~ successful tu f • The sto k, building, nd fixtures are no 

orth 50,000. 

It is t roug.h the Ch ber of Co ce th t the busi-ess m n 

ooper te ith e eh t rin the er onths 11 st s lose 

for on half d y during the eek. Thi im give th addition 1 

leisure ho • On the therh d, any of the business men feel t t 

t e extr rest period is not dvant geous tot • Tis y b probably 
. 

due to ~he f ct t. t ey ust o out oft e town for the d ired 

ration.Te Volunteer Fire Depar ent., wh· in lude 23 en 

nd fire chief, a or ani ed by the Cl ber of Co ~er • The en 

e pro pt, illing, and 

have or ized &nd "iv 

to inist r to fi a. The fir 

nnu 1 •st eet Fair• to hi h the 

co unity e pon ith ope e t. Te ir usu lly 1 sta for one 

week hich afford mu hex iie ent in th quiet to • he oney is 

used for the true expenses nd erection of then fie hone. Th 

men hav been givi th i services i the construction of th 

b ildi hi h shows ood oo) ration s ir· t. T en too, the fire en 

The f i _ and i nic hi ht e ir n hold o ide recreation 

for the o le t the ti a.lso so et.bin to go sip bout urin . 
the ye • Tho only ercialized recreation a.re the ovie, open 

t ice week, nd the ool-room, open every ni ht . 
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Tl~ latte~ af ords lace for toe you. er boys to lo • _1ere h 

al ays be n stigma connected it he pool rOOI!l, hi h e it 

ndesir ble ~la e for young people. abse ce of a 

hou en es it ifficult fo_ the oung oles e ts to ha e wholeso 

re re tion. ny young men drink, but little eri e ia 

e u ity. In the 1 OS rt onizer 

dep nd on the sponser of the parti~ular dan e 

The ws of the ton whi hi all ~ersonel is printed int 

• on ld e ord.. The forei n groups get their p pers fr Pittsburgh 

&nd • e York. 

said tobe the nt r of re r tion. Findl y 

s Glee Club,Ba. nd Or e tr, a.n s ociation. The 

s hool is itally i ter t di sort ra m ny t tor r 

the unity to the v iou g e. There i een p ti ion 

bet e Fi y d near by ton.Te Glee Club, B ,a~d Or hestr 

ere honored to ontribut tote Rural Section of the Pennsylve.ni 

St te Educ tio ssociation Conventio in Pitt burgh, D e bar 1931. 

Clubs re t rted in the Junior and enior lligh ~chool but filed 

be ause of ·ne!f. ient led rs. Ho e~er, the tudants parti ip te in 

th eekly em ro am. There are bout 700 stud .t fr 

1 throurrh 12. Student ho live out of to are brou ht to 

buses. 

The orth F ette s hool lete the op o~ore ye 

~her upon the J stude t c~,.x;~_....,u 

0 dal to gr uate. 

e to Fi-dl o 

_a.des 

ool by 

' 
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The t nshi ys 9.00 tuition mont ly for each Junior, but 

p y hi n tr sport tion. Therefore, Findl y :re eiv mo t of the 

• i e• tudents• as t1 y~ all dj :'lee 0 e t f the iorth 

F y tt S hool i a.pproxi ately 500 d g t upil ro iles 

ound in J it is the ne est school. The tivitie cti lly 

t e in both ool t £or the organized u ic lu.bs. he 

an 1 School Fair h ld by ea h s hool is n i n eresting · ir during 

th ye • T po 1 of the co u ity p rti ip t in th&t they exhibit 

a en oroje t • poultry, a.nn~d oo, nd se ing. Te fair brin@ 

eo le together d sti ulates interest in the school. The tude t 

a.n t h ork ili ently to aka th •fir• a u es. The oney 

oes to the tbleti sso iation. B th s hools have Pa.rent-Teachers 

ssoci tion hi h ope tobring the hool d hoe loser to et r. 

At pr ~ant Findlay is i nterest di. beginnin A ult Cl s es t night. 

The teach rs ill iv voluntary servi e. 

ext to the sc ool, t e bur he 1 y n • port t p tint e 

lie of the in bitants. The on C tholic Church has a e bership of 

550 eopl ho o from iles round. The sermon i first given 

i Polish ad then i n n lish. T audien emu t it through botl 

s r ons, butt y o ot lain.Te A tivit· of the bur 

j lud9 Polish -·d 1 vish Orders, ~i hts of Col bu, nd the 

Ly eum Club hi holds nces and b ke sales tor ise o y or th 

chur • T ere i de ided ne d for 1 ~ er buildin, but l k o 

unds prevent ·t re tion. -
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• 0 V~lley Pr sbyteri c:urch hoae member ip • 532 wi h only 

tive int e e unity. he Bo Scouts were 

or r.ized hrou h tho chur h d ~eetin e hel th r Other 

or iz ion ·~b· l v l th e.ur h to pro ote religious tu . and social 

life p·oueers• o ia.l rou of oun 

Ju ior ud io Yo1~ P~o e So ieiie 

rat.h r ell 01• re 1 .. 0-tion of thi .... i d. 'Io 

c.1ools 6 nd 

o _e pond 

ore organize 

re r a ·on ould i~ter st th eople of 1 age ot_ 

th 

ith t.:e hool 
,rv 

oci 1 a air. It i o y i 

nool t t fu. tion an be held hi h require uh 

sp ce. ~ue. too, these two L. titution h o been t e only m s 

t rou h hi h el ~ ork b n don T !•ough th Pa.rent-

18 C r .A.sso .. or h F y tt, 0 i tee of 8 i _ted or pp 

to pl C in for foo ~ lot.i 
' 

n und An effort i r:l de to 
.. tig t .d fu .. nish ne essities th t b given. "o mo ey i.;> 1 ve M. 

ive out o f::.mili s. mhis ty e of or.k s .ot een tensive but 

has et th needs of & f f .ilie. In a o:nrun·ty su s I peri 1, 

of relief. T er is n ightor 

for t .e ext o. • 

eelL g . d ea h on.a d e h t he c 

n~ 1th ork t ti done is throu 1 the ho~ls 

i l ~ i~ tions 

oui for li~self. 

given cd the indi idu 1 ~ hen loo 
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The heilt.h offi~.w is strict with quarentin laws,- but is not a 

eornpetent person to give p~son~l hygien advice. I: perin.1 does not 
./ 

have a ubli water syst.em and man3 undeairable conditions exist-

--ri't se fC.ge disposal.. Ho ger2 many in idua.ls ha:f"e installed e..tei-

sy-stems into their hom-es. 

The1,e is little hope of lm.peru1. ever be-coming i:c.dust-ialized 

but it ea.n i.1crease the .seope of its mining. There are ~ 

recognized problems i n t.he eom, nit.y of Imperia.1.FiPst., that of 

w.1sanita.ry or,ditions a::1d seeondly I that of . the lack of -re-0:reation. 

1£ th\# ~11uni ty bee , e incorporated~ water syste.ma would b.e installed 

b~ all homes and sanitary conditions would improve. An organized 

me&ns of g-arbage disposal would bring good results.- An ~ttem,p was 

once made to j-oin this territory with nearb boroughs. a people 

voted against the plan stating that. taxes w:ould then be too high .. But 

if they were tow eigh the advantages rul disa.dva~1iages of their 

annexation, the former would -0utbala ~c-e th la.ti r. ·owe r, many 
-

re~idents do feel ~ha.t in the near future t.he to. .ill beeo.ne 

incorporated. Such a step -will mean much to the lives of &11 who live 

in the com.m.u.nity. 

Then th~ problem of recreation 0311 be mat through the school and 

Ch ber of Commerce. Leaders of both organizations are in ePested 

in t:ie development of boys,girls1you11g men and women. Good leader• 

ship for organization is necessary at the beginning. A pr~gressive 

step . ould be the creation o! a. oommuni t.y buildinrr to whieh ill nat.­

ionalities •onld attelid. 


